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The School’s home-school agreement makes clear our aim “to provide suitable home learning which enables your family to support your learning”.
This policy has been devised to provide clear information for parents and staff regarding our approach to homework, the pattern of homework provided by different year groups, and the importance that we give to home learning. We hope that this information will help parents to take an active role in their child’s home learning. 

Through this policy, we aim to

· Ensure parents have a clear understanding about the expectations for pupils;

· Ensure consistency of approach throughout the school;

· Ensure the needs of individual pupils are taken in to account;
· Encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self discipline needed to study independently;
· Encourage children to develop long-term strategies for future needs;

· Provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences;

· Provide opportunities for parents, pupils and school to work in partnership;

· At Y6, to prepare children for secondary transfer.
At Whiteley Primary School, we recognise the important role parents have in their child’s academic development.  In school, children have opportunities to develop new knowledge and skills but it is only when they practise and apply these to a variety of different situations that deeper learning occurs. Homework activities provide valuable opportunities for this and so we understand that by providing guidance for parents and a structure for homework tasks, we can develop an effective partnership between parents, pupils and the school.

Parents can help us in the implementation of this policy by
· Familiarising themselves with the policy so that they can best support their child at home;

· Praising and encouraging their child to do their best;

· Taking part in any school curriculum workshops that support home learning;

· Contacting the class teacher if any aspect of homework is causing difficulties.

Why Homework?
Homework is an issue that evokes very different reactions from parents.  Some want more, some want less, some want practise activities whilst others want creative projects.  Here at Whiteley, we try to incorporate a range of themes and activities, as we believe that homework can have a very positive impact on learning.  However, recent research evidence suggests that homework at primary school can have little or no impact on learning and that in some cases it can damage self-esteem and turn children off learning.  
During the autumn term of 2014, we decided to evaluate our home learning opportunities.  This included sending out and analysing parent questionnaires specifically about homework as well as discussions with groups of staff, parents and children. 

Feedback from parents was varied but in light of the findings, the guidelines for homework tasks were updated.  Key changes included dropping long project and research tasks and a clearer focus on basic skills and consolidation of classwork.  More information can be found in appendix 1.  

On-going Home Learning Tasks – Reading

Regular reading is vital across the primary school. At Whiteley Primary School, we would encourage all children to be engaged in regular, preferably daily, reading activities at home. This may include children reading aloud with an adult, reading silently (fluent readers), reading signs/posters in the environment, answering questions about their reading or listening to others read. It is important that activities should be enjoyable for the child (and the parent) so that children develop a positive attitude towards reading. Additional home reading guidance is available from the school.

On-going Home Learning Tasks – Mental Maths and Times Tables
Regular activities and games to support children developing their mental maths skills are also encouraged.  The new curriculum has an increased focus on children’s understanding of numbers and the expectation is that they will have developed quick recall of a variety of mental facts, including all times tables up to 12x, by the end of year 4.  Parents can support this by demonstrating how maths is used on a daily basis and encouraging children to apply their understanding to real life contexts such as shopping.  Other opportunities include: counting songs/games/activities; using money/calculating change; board games using 2 dice; telling the time (digital and analogue clocks) etc. Additional guidance is available from the school.

Children Receiving Extra Support
If your child is part of the 1:1 programme, the homework set during these sessions takes precedence over classroom tasks.  Also, if your child is on the SEN register and is given extra work to do at home, the class teacher will provide guidance as to how to prioritise home learning tasks.
Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 (Year R, 1 & 2)

In YR – Y2, all children will be provided with a home-learning book. This will contain weekly guidance on home-learning including phonic/spelling practice and an additional optional activity linked to class work. This will be handed out on Fridays. The home-learning books may be used by parents/pupils to carry out the activities and should be returned to the class teacher on the following Thursday.
Quick recall of basic number facts is developed through “Learn its”.  Each year group has a set of “Learn it” facts per term to work on.  These will be shared on termly newsletters so that they can be reinforced at home.  During Y2, children also begin to develop their understanding of times tables and will learn their 2, 5 and 10 times table.  This can also be reinforced at home by counting in 2s, 5s and 10s and thinking about times tables in different ways e.g.  2 groups of 5; how many 2s in 10?; arranging marbles in groups of 2; arrays. 

It is important to make any home learning as enjoyable as possible, and we leave it to parents’ discretion to decide whether to use all the activities provided. We suggest that reading takes the priority, and other activities are used if appropriate for the child.
Key Stage 2 (Year 3, 4, 5, & 6)
In Y3 and Y4, homework is sent out and completed in their homework book/folder.  In Y5 and Y6 activities will usually be carried out on paper, and then when possible stuck into the appropriate class book.
	Year 
	Homework Tasks
	Set
	Due 

	Y3
	Short English or maths or topic task

Ongoing reading and mental maths including times tables
	Fri
	Weds

	Y4
	2 short pieces weekly (English, maths)
Ongoing reading and mental maths including times tables
	Fri

	Tue

	Y5
	2 pieces weekly (English / maths / topic)

Spelling activity based on spelling rules
Ongoing reading and mental maths including times tables
	Thurs
	Tue

	Y6
	Up to 3 pieces a week (maths, English, SPAG, guided reading)

On-going reading and mental maths including times tables
	Fri
	Wed


Weekly tasks at KS2 will either be Share it! or Practise it! tasks.

· to demonstrate what they have learnt  
 

Share it!        
· to consolidate and practise specific skills from the week              Practise it!
The aim is that children can take responsibility for their homework and so it should be accessible and can be done independently.  If you have any concerns, please contact their teacher.
Spelling in KS2
New for September 2015 is our spelling programme.  Children will be given spellings from the National Curriculum word lists to practise and learn throughout the year.  These words will be a focus in class along with spelling rules and patterns from the No Nonsense spelling programme.
Feedback
At Whiteley Primary, we value the efforts children make with their home learning. Depending on the task, feedback to children about homework may be given in one of the following ways:

· A written comment, stamp or sticker from the teacher on an individual’s work;

· Verbal discussion with individuals, groups or the class. For example, some tasks will be marked as a class, or the homework used as the basis of a lesson.

· Self and peer assessment.

· A note in the pupil logbook for a particularly good piece of homework or work put on display;

· Use of the school’s rewards systems (housepoints, sharing in assembly, Headteacher award).

Homework Club
Older children will also have an opportunity to attend Homework Club.  It will run for Y4, Y5 and Y6 on Mondays at lunchtime and the children will sign up on a Monday morning (they do not need to attend every week, just as required.)  Homework Club may be used to complete unfinished homework, to get help and support with challenging tasks or teachers may ask children to use the time to complete tasks not handed in on time.  
Late/Forgotten Homework
Unless parents have informed us that they do not wish their child to receive homework, at KS2 there is the expectation that children will carry out the homework tasks outlined on the timetable in this policy. On occasions, children will forget to complete homework, or leave it at home. This is understandable, and in these situations children are given an additional day to produce the work. If work is not completed by this time, we will provide the opportunity for children to complete the task in school during a playtime or at Homework Club.
If children have a particularly busy week out of school, and are therefore unable to complete homework, it is important for parents to let us know via the pupil logbook. In these situations, a child will not be expected to complete the work in school.

Parents who do not wish their child to receive any formal homework during the year should see the class teacher. These wishes will, of course, be respected.  


	Question
	Disagree                                                                                    Agree  

	Homework is an important aspect of school life
	 6%
	8%
	10%
	16%
	 20%
	20%
	18%

	My child does weekly homework completely independently
	 40%
	22%
	16%
	2%
	4%
	12%
	4%

	My child does project homework completely independently
	50% 
	14%
	8%
	6%
	6%
	10%
	4%

	My child enjoys doing homework
	 24%
	26%
	4%
	12%
	18%
	6%
	6%

	My child gets anxious about homework
	28%
	16%
	12%
	10%
	10%
	8%
	14%

	I am often not sure about what the teacher is expecting
	22% 
	10%
	8%
	20%
	24%
	10% 
	2%

	I find it difficult to support my child with homework
	 34%
	20%
	6%
	16%
	8%
	12%
	2%

	I dread supporting some types of homework
	 24%
	6%
	4%
	12%
	14%
	24%
	12%

	Homework is the cause of arguments in our house
	 18%
	6%
	6%
	8%
	20%
	14%
	28%

	My child always has time to complete their homework
	 12%
	22%
	10%
	10%
	8%
	14%
	14%

	I think my child gets too much homework
	 18%
	14%
	14%
	20%
	10%
	10%
	12%

	Overall, I think the current balance of activities is very good and doesn’t need to change
	20% 
	14%
	10%
	20%
	14%
	12%
	8%


Homework is an issue that evokes very different reactions from parents.  Some want more, some want less, some want practise activities whilst others want creative projects.  Here at Whiteley, we try to incorporate a range of themes and activities, as we believe that homework can have a very positive impact on learning.  

However, recent research evidence suggests that homework at primary school has little or no impact on learning and that in some cases it can damage self-esteem and turn children off learning.  Others argue that homework is vital in supporting children to become independent, organised and self-regulating.

In order to find out what works best for our children, year 3 and 5 parents were asked for their ideas and opinions about homework.  Thank you to those parents who completed the questionnaire, we had 51 responses 75% of which came with extensive comments which were very useful.  

 
As you can see, answers were very mixed with very strong feelings at both ends of the scale.  Clearly, any new policy can’t alleviate all concerns but our aim is to make homework as purposeful as possible while not putting families under unnecessary pressure. 

Analysis

Q 10 and 11  


Time and Amount

There is almost an even split when it comes to time.  34% feel they do not have enough time and 28% feel it’s about right.  Comments suggested it was the longer projects that caused time problems.  32% feel children get about the right amount of homework with 22% feeling it’s too much.  Again comments often mentioned the amount of work involved in the larger “building” homework.

Q 6 and 7 


Parental Role

These questions suggested that most parents (54%) feel comfortable with supporting homework and only 12% said they often don’t understand what is expected.  Comments mentioned the clear instructions given on homework sheets and children being able to explain expectations.

Q 2 and 3


Independence

Feelings were very strong in these questions with the vast majority (61%, 64%) saying that their children do not do homework independently.  This was for a variety of reasons: some children were unable to access the tasks independently, some parents wanted to be involved; some described the need to monitor effort and quality.  Again the comments were focused on the larger projects, with many also mentioning the pressure to produce very high quality outcomes and not wanting their child to feel left out or disappointed.    

Some educationalists suggest that one of the main purposes of homework is to develop independence and organisational skills but if children cannot access the learning without support they are dependent on others.  Research type homework can be a good way for parents to find out more about what their children are learning but it is widely acknowledged that children under 10 generally do not have the depth of research skills to be completely independent.  Research skills include refined searches, note taking, summarising, interpreting and, of course, with particular reference to the internet, sorting opinion from fact. 

Q 4, 5, 8 and 9


Anxiety 

Again opinions were strong when it came to the emotional aspects of homework.  Not surprisingly most children (50%) don’t enjoy homework with some (22%) becoming very anxious.  Although a smaller percentage, some parents described children not being able to sleep or the thought of homework spoiling weekends.  Obviously, this is not acceptable and if you are have similar concerns please speak to your child’s teacher.

Other comments described the tears and arguments with 36% of parents dreading some types of homework and a worrying 42% stating that homework was often the cause of arguments.  Some arguments were down to a disagreement about how tasks should be tackled or solved, the quality of the work produced and some were concerning the “optional” aspects of some homework. 

Q 1 and 12


Overall

Generally parents thought that homework was an important part of school life with 38% agreeing compared to 14% who completely disagreed.  Overall only 20% thought the current balance was about right with 34% feeling things could be improved.

Summary

Although this was only a sample of KS2, informal discussions with parents in other year groups demonstrate similar attitudes.  This parental feedback together with recent education research findings suggest there are more effective ways to use homework to enhance learning.  The results of the questionnaire have been fed back and discussed with staff and some adaptations will be trialled for the rest of the academic year and evaluated at the end of the summer term.  The evaluation will include consultation with parents, teachers and children and will form the basis of a new homework policy for September 2015.  

Outcomes

· Weekly homework will be either an opportunity:
· to demonstrate what they have learnt  


Share it!        
· to consolidate and practise specific skills from the week               Practise it!
The aim is that children can take responsibility for their homework and so it should be accessible and can be done independently.  If you have any concerns, please contact their teacher.

· Creative projects will no longer be given as compulsory homework.  There will be opportunities for those who particularly enjoy this type of learning to share anything done at home but no expectation.

· There will be no “research” tasks for children in lower KS2 (Y3/4) although any research done at home will be celebrated and valued in class.
Thank you again to those parents who completed our questionnaire and we look forward to wider feedback at the end of the summer term or at any point during the trial.

Homework can be a valuable opportunity to consolidate skills and boost confidence therefore children are encouraged to complete and hand in any directed tasks.  However, homework is not compulsory and so if you are concerned about any individual tasks or homework in general please leave a note or speak to your child’s class teacher.  

Alyson Gibbons

Deputy Headteacher
Updated Sept 15
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