
Important news about Mrs Gibbons 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 I am writing to let you know some rather unfortunate news. In the last few weeks, 
Mrs Gibbons, my deputy, has been diagnosed with breast cancer. She will be having 
an operation next week and will then be having chemotherapy and radiotherapy. 
Whilst this has obviously been a shock for her and her family, she is approaching the 
next few months positively and I know you will join me in wishing her a speedy 
recovery.  

As a result of her diagnosis, Mrs Gibbons will obviously be having a considerable 
time away from work; although she is hoping to continue with some of her office-
based roles between treatments, she will need to be away from children during her 
chemotherapy and minimise her contact with large numbers of people. You may 
therefore see her popping in and out over the next six months but we will be re-
allocating her face-to-face roles.  

One of the roles that Mrs Gibbons performs on a daily basis is to support me in 
dealing with the daily enquiries and issues that are brought by parents and children, 
which we always aim to deal with swiftly. During this period, I hope you will 
appreciate that we will not have the same capacity to deal with all matters first thing 
in the morning, and we will need to prioritise the more urgent tasks. I do not wish to 
discourage parents from seeking support from the senior leadership, but if your 
enquiry is non-urgent, it would help if you could email or phone the office with a 
brief outline so that your enquiry can be passed to the most relevant person and we 
will get back to you as soon as possible. The other members of the senior leadership 
team will be having additional time to deal with leadership matters during this 
period and so it may be most appropriate to discuss your issue with the relevant 
phase leader – Miss Hemsley (YR/1); Ms Sutton (Y2/3); Mr Evans (Y4/5); Mrs Clark 
(Y6); Mrs Skipp will continue to be the main point of contact for all inclusion matters 
(including Special Educational Needs). This will help to ensure that I am available to 
deal with the more urgent and confidential matters myself as they arise. Please don’t 
put off making contact should you need our guidance, support or help in resolving an 
issue.  

We will obviously keep you updated with Mrs Gibbons’ progress as the year goes on. 
It is her wish that we are open about her illness, and she is determined to face the 
challenges that she will be going through this year positively. Cancer is a disease 
which touches many families, and there are a number of other members of the 
Whiteley community going through similar challenges at present, although every 
story is individual. If children have questions about Mrs Gibbons, we will answer 
honestly but sensitively at an age appropriate level.  

As a parent community, you have always shown my staff incredible support at times 
of adversity, and so I would like to thank you in advance for your understanding at 
this time.  

Yours sincerely, 

Lesley Pennington - Headteacher 

 


