
July 2017 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who braved the delightful British weather for the ‘summer’ fayre on 

Saturday. We had some lovely feedback from those who came along, including those that said they 

were impressed with the amount we had available, considering the conditions, and that it seemed to 

run very smoothly. I would like to say a big thank you to the FOWPS committee, but also all those 

parents, staff, pupils and friends of the school who helped run the stalls, including the fabulous 

scouts and ATC groups who were so helpful. We haven’t got a final total, but we believe that we 

have raised around £2300 on the day. All the raffle winners will have been informed by the end of 

today—thank you to all those who contributed prizes and purchased tickets. Congratulations also to 

our silent auction winners, Samantha Busby and Janie Biddiscombe, who placed the highest bids for 

the two Stagecoach scholarships.  

 

As we approach the end of term, I’d like to wish all those who are moving on to pastures new the 

very best wishes for the future. We hope that many of you will stay in touch as it is lovely to hear 

what people go on to achieve and do. That was one of the most enjoyable aspects of our open even-

ing last Thursday—catching up with past pupils who are now older teenagers and young adults, con-

tinuing their education, pursuing careers and grasping whatever life has to offer.  

 

I wish you all a sunny and stress-free summer! I shall be enjoying time with my family, but will look 

forward to seeing you all in September.  

Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

Parent Questionnaire 

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time 

to complete the questionnaire. This closes at the 

end of term. The governors and senior leader-

ship will be analysing the responses at the start 

of the Autumn term and we will provide you 

with a summary of the outcomes. 

 

Citizenship Award 

 

Many congratulations to Alex Jones 

who was voted for by staff as the final 

citizenship award winner of the year. 

Well done to the runners up, as well— 

Alex Lai and Bella Wilcox-Ogunkolati. 

Puzzles and Games 

If you are having a sort out of toys 

and games in the summer, we 

would be grateful for donations of 

any items suitable for lunchtime 

play—board games, puzzles (not 

too many pieces!) and card games would be 

most welcome. Please bring them to the school 

office in September. 

Goodbye to Mrs Howley 

 

This week, we say farewell to Mrs Howley, one 

of our midday supervisors who has worked at the 

school for 12 years in several different roles, most 

recently taking responsibility for lunchtime first 

aid. She will be greatly missed and we would like 

to thank her for her commitment to the school 

over the years.  
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School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) 

As you may be aware, our SCITT trainee, Mrs Mainwaring, will be continuing her teaching career with 

us in Y4 in September. We will be continuing to offer training opportunities next year and are delight-

ed to welcome Miss Cummins who will be carrying out her training alongside Mr Evans in 5E.  For 

anyone who is considering a career change to teaching, you may like to consider the SCITT route. 

There is a link at the bottom of our website pages to the Fareham and Gosport SCITT which is run 

through the Pioneer Alliance (based at Harrison Primary School). 

Reminder 

4th September is an 

INSET day, so we 

welcome back Y1-Y6 

children on  

Tues 5th Sept. 

A Busy Summer—and a chance to leave a lasting legacy at our school! 

As usual, our site team will be busy over the summer preparing the school for another academic year. 

We also have several contractors working over the holidays—new carpets are due to be fitted in the 

YR classrooms, the Y1 classrooms will have the new interactive screens fitted, the steps up to the all 

weather pitch are being redone, and we also have a low retaining wall being built at the front of the 

school at the edge of the grassy area that borders the basketball court. This is to help stop the erosion of 

this area which causes the path to get muddy during wet weather.  

 

As part of our 20th anniversary, the governors have decided to use this new wall to provide an oppor-

tunity for families to leave a lasting memory of their time at Whiteley Primary School—we will be of-

fering families (current and from the past) the opportunity to sponsor a brick plate with a short inscrip-

tion which will then be fixed to the new wall at the front of the school. This will provide a lasting re-

minder of your child’s time at our school, but will also help us in our fund-raising efforts to ensure that 

we can continue to maintain and develop our lovely school grounds. Details of how to sponsor a brick 

plate will follow shortly. 

Parent Welcome and Information Meetings 

You should have received a separate letter with details of the year group welcome/information meet-

ings for parents in the first 2 weeks of term. Y1—13th Sept, Y2—7th Sept, Y4—5th Sept, Y5—6th 

Sept, Y6—8th Sept. 

 Staffing Updates 

We have now completed the staff team for September. We have appointed 

Mrs Jessica Marsh as French teacher. She is an experienced language teach-

er, who has taught in both primary and secondary schools. She will also be 

teaching on Wednesday mornings in 4M and carrying out occasional supply 

teaching for us. We also welcome the following to our learning support staff 

team—Mrs Vicki Shrive, Mrs Jessica Littlewood, Mrs Laura Hogan, Mrs 

Claire Coffey, and Mrs Carol Mack-Ruck. 

 Sporting News 

Congratulations to Y6 pupil, George Snow, who competed recently in the 

European Biathle Championships, coming 3rd in the U13 race. I’m also de-

lighted to give you an update on an ex-pupil, Serena Vincent, who qualified 

to compete for Team GB in the Commonwealth Youth Games in the Baha-

mas which took place over the weekend. She was placed 9th overall in the 

girls’ shot put event. 

Y1-3 Reading Challenge 

Don’t forget, it’s not too late for your child to complete their reading challenge card. The current chal-

lenge will close on Friday 9th September so that you can continue to read together over the summer. 

So far, over a quarter of the children in Y1, 2 and 3 have been awarded a book for completing the su-

per star bookworm challenge—let’s see how many we can get to over the summer! 


