
July 2016 

Dear Parents, 

I can’t quite believe that we have reached the end of the summer term. This has been a particularly 

exhausting year for anyone involved in education, and I must take my hat off to all the staff who 

have coped tremendously with the amount of change to the curriculum and assessment. As ever, it is 

the children which make all that work worthwhile, and I must give a particular mention to our Y6 

cohort who have dealt amazingly well with the changes to the curriculum. You will probably have 

seen the headlines in the news about the results of the KS2 tests which were particularly challenging 

this year, as the bar has been raised significantly regarding what is the ‘expected’ achievement at the 

end of KS2. We are pleased that our cohort achieved above the national in reading, writing and 

maths combined, and in the individual subject area tests for reading, maths and GAPs (Grammar, 

Spelling and Punctuation). We will be publishing more details about our results in the Autumn term.  

 

Our school site is going to be very busy over the summer. The county are putting in a new hygiene 

room for us and updating the Y1 toilets. We are also taking this opportunity whilst the contractor is 

on site to update our YR toilets. On top of this, we have just had confirmation that the county have 

arranged for the All Weather Pitch to be upgraded over the summer holiday. You may be aware that 

the pitch has been in place for nearly 17 years, and although it has worn well, it has reached the end 

of its useful life. We are hugely grateful to the county for supporting this project. The contractors are 

hopeful that all the work will be completed during the holiday period, but we will make you aware 

via Parentmail should there be any disruption to access during the first few days back after the holi-

days.  I wish you all a happy, safe and sun-drenched summer break!  

Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

Parent Questionnaire 

 

Thank you to everyone who has taken the time 

to complete the questionnaire. This is still ac-

cessible on-line until the end of term. It is par-

ticularly lovely to be able to provide positive 

feedback to our staff who have worked so hard 

over the year, but we also value your comments 

on how we can improve our provision for indi-

vidual year groups. The governors and senior 

leadership will be analysing the responses at the 

start of the Autumn term and we will provide 

you with a summary of the outcomes. 

Citizenship Award 

 

Many congratulations to Isabella Fisher 

who was voted for by staff as the final 

citizenship award winner of the year—

we hope she will be able to come back 

in December to award the Autumn term prize to a 

member of our new Y6. Well done, also, to our 

runner up, Dylan Biddiscombe. 

Recycling for FOWPS 

Thank to everyone who donated to the recent 

clothes recycling collection for FOWPS which 

raised £161. 

House Winners 

 

Well done to Kestrels who won the house cup this 

half term. They can wear their own clothes on the 

last day of term. The Sports day cup was won by 

Eagles with a massive 775 points, with Falcons in 

second place with 575 points.  
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School Centred Initial Teacher Training (SCITT) 

We are pleased to say that both of our SCITT trainees, Miss Yates and Miss Williams, have secured 

teaching positions for September in Hampshire schools. We will be continue to offer training opportu-

nities next year and are delighted that Mrs Mainwaring will be carrying out her training alongside Mr 

Evans in 5E.  For anyone who is considering a career change to teaching, you may like to consider the 

SCITT route. There is a link at the bottom of our website pages to the Fareham and Gosport SCITT 

which is run through the Pioneer Alliance (based at Harrison Primary School). 

Multi-Marathon Event—Total so Far! 

 

A huge WELL DONE and THANK YOU to all the children for running in 

the multi-marathon event, and for all the friends and families who sponsored 

the children. The total has now reached £2826.40, which is a fantastic 

amount and will go to immediate use in the Autumn term when we are hop-

ing to update the interactive whiteboards in at least 3 more classrooms.  

Reminder 

5th September is an 

INSET day, so we 

welcome back Y1-Y6 

children on  

Tues 6th Sept. 

A Special Thank You 

I’d like to say a special thank you to Angela Read, our ‘second hand uniform lady’, who has decided 

to retire from the role after 12 years supporting FOWPS in this way. Over that time, she has regularly 

collected donated uniforms from the office, washed and prepared them for sale, and then attended a 

multitude of events to run the stall. This has helped to raise a great deal of money for the school, but 

has also provided a very valuable service to parents who have appreciated this opportunity to  pur-

chase good quality uniform at a reasonable price. We are very grateful to her for all her hard work and 

would like to wish her a very happy retirement!  

 

We will therefore be looking for someone, or a team of people, who would be willing to take over this 

role, sorting and preparing uniforms for resale during the year and then offering opportunities for par-

ents to buy the uniform, either at our bigger events, or occasional sales at the school gate. If you 

would be interested, please do contact FOWPS via their Facebook page or by letting the school office 

know. If you would be prepared to do the ‘prep’ of the uniforms, we would be happy to find others 

who could run the sales. This would be an ideal role for someone who would like to give some regular 

support to FOWPS, but who is unable to commit to meetings and needs to organise their own time.  

Parent Information Meetings 

You should have received a separate letter with details of the year group welcome/information meet-

ings for parents in the first 2 weeks of term. Y1—14th Sept, Y2—12th Sept, Y4—8th Sept, Y5—6th 

Sept, Y6—7th Sept. 

Junior Road Safety Officers—Champion of Champions Event 

Congratulations to our team of JRSOs who were shortlisted from across the 

county to take part in the ‘Champion of Champions’ event in Winchester ear-

lier this month. The team were selected based on the portfolio they submitted 

regarding their work in school over the year. The team did a great job on the 

day, and were awarded fourth place in the contest. They have also been 

asked to film one of their assembly presentations to be shown at future JRSO 

events. Thank you to Mrs Wheeler who has co-ordinated the team this year. 

A Taste of the Caribbean on the Playcourt! 

I am very grateful to the steel pan band ‘Panatical’ from Crestwood College who came and performed 

an open air concert for YR/2/3 this afternoon. They played the children in with a saxophone group, 

and then performed a short concert on the steel pans—perfect music for a sunny afternoon! 


