
January 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Happy new year! We hope you had an enjoyable Christmas break, even if it was a little shorter than 

usual. Next week, you will receive the diary dates for the term and will notice how few weeks we 

have until half term so at least the children will get to recharge their batteries before long!  

 

The winter months are particularly bad for common childhood ailments and illnesses to occur. If you 

are unsure whether your child should be in school when they are under the weather, you may find 

this web link useful https://what0-18.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool which 

gives advice on whether your child should be in school, and how to treat common illnesses. Don’t 

forget that school policy now allows us to give liquid paracetamol to children to relieve mild symp-

toms— if you haven’t yet signed the form to give permission, please contact the school office who 

can provide you with a form. Advice from the NHS states that children with mild headaches, sore 

throats, colds and earache can usually be sent to school once they have been treated with paraceta-

mol. We are frequently told by parents that they kept their child off school but then saw them ‘perk 

up’ later —remember that if this happens, it’s ok for your child to be brought in to the school office 

later in the day. If your child has been feeling unwell in the morning and you do send them in to 

school,  do let your child’s class teacher know that they have been under the weather—they will 

keep an eye on them and we will contact you if your child deteriorates during the day. However, it’s 

best to do this discretely—when a child hears their parent say “I’ll come and get them if they aren’t 

better later”, we find it can sometimes delay recovery! 

 

The governors will be reviewing our medicines policy this term following the changes made last 

year which allowed the school to administer ‘homely’ remedies such as paracetamol and anti-

histamine as a trial. If you have any comments or suggestions for the governors to consider, these 

can be emailed via the school email address adminoffice@whiteley.hants.sch.uk (by 19th January). 

       Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

Citizenship Award 

Congratulations to Adam Richard-

son who became the first citizenship 

award winner for this academic year. 

As well as his trophy, we are de-

lighted to be able to award him a 

book voucher, donated by AJ Em-

broidery.  

FOWPS Clothes Recycling Collection—15th January 

If you are having a new year wardrobe clear-out, please consider donating any clothes, handbags or 

shoes to the next FOWPS clothing collection which will be on Monday 15th January. Please bring 

donations in any sort of plastic bag to the basketball court before 9am that morning. 

SCITT OFSTED 

We are delighted to announce that our local SCITT (School 

centred initial teacher training scheme) achieved an 

‘outstanding’ rating for its SCITT course last term. If you 

are interested in retraining as a teacher, do consider this 

route into teaching. More details can be found on their web-

site https://www.farehamandgosportprimaryscitt.co.uk/ 
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Staffing Update 

 

Welcome to Mrs Jo-Ann 

Leech who has joined the 

midday team.  

 

We are still hoping to re-

cruit an additional cleaner 

for 2 hours per day. Please 

see the school website / 

community page for details. 

Some fundraising ‘Thank Yous’ 

 

Thank you for your generosity over the Christmas season in supporting the following charity events: 

 

Senior Choir carol singing in Fareham Shopping Centre—alongside other schools. Raised £520 for Marie Cu-

rie Cancer Care. 

 

Carols in the Square—£224 raised for the Salvation Army. 

 

Christmas Jumper Day—£235 raised for Cancer Research. 

 

Choirs carol singing at Whiteley Shopping Centre—raised £86 for FOWPS. 

 

Secret Santa—approximately £1,000 raised for FOWPS. 

 

We were also delighted to raise £581.29 at the school discos, including donations for refreshments at the com-

munity centre. Thank you to all the FOWPS volunteers who helped to ensure that this evening’s entertainment 

was possible for the children.  

Encouraging Your Child’s Reading at Home 

 

Thank you to parents of Y1-6 children who have been encouraging 

them to take part in the super star or reading ambassador challenge—

some Y1-3 children have just received their gold badges and are now 

starting on the super star bookworm award, and I am delighted to see 

so many Y4-6 children with their house-coloured reading ambassa-

dor badge.  

 

If your child is still working on their first award, please do encourage 

them to keep going. We know that regular reading practice can build 

confidence and fluency, helping children to become readers for life.  

Warm Clothes Reminder 

 

Please can you ensure that children bring warm coats into 

school each day, and make sure any hats/gloves/scarves are 

named.  

Can I also ask that you ensure that your child has some tracksuit or jogging 

trousers in their PE kit as we continue to do outside games through the win-

ter months. Thank you. 

Governor News 

 

We had two applications for the parent governor positions that were advertised last term and so we 

are delighted to welcome Mr Neville Baretto and Mrs Claire Salmon to the governing body.  

 

The governors are also looking to recruit one or more co-opted governors with specific skills or ex-

periences over the next year—these may be people from the local community, rather than from the 

parent body. Skills/experience that would be of particular use include someone with a background in 

IT (hardware systems/infrastructure rather than software) or someone with a local business link. If 

you know someone who might be interested in finding out more about the governor role, please con-

tact the chair of governors, Mr Tom Southall, via the school office. 
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Waste Bag Competition Winner 

 

Congratulations to year 6 pupil, Enya 

Chui who recently won the competition 

run by Fareham Borough Council to de-

sign a bag which will be used in local 

restaurants for people to take away their 

leftovers—a modern twist on the ‘doggy-

bag’ idea. Well done, Enya! 

Census Day—18th January—School Lunch Reminder 

 

Please can we ask YR/1/2 children to have a school lunch on Thursday 18th 

January as this is the census day when the funding for the universal free 

meals is calculated. The numbers who take up meals on this day are used to 

work out our funding for the rest of the year, so it is really important that as 

many children has possible take up a lunch on this day. As usual, we will be 

changing the Thurs/Friday menus that week to encourage take up—red 

choice will be fish fingers and chips that day; blue will be vegetable and 

bean wrap.  

Tucasi—Online Payment Changes 

 

Due to changes in the law, from this January you will notice that making online payments through 

Tucasi will no longer cost you a percentage fee, as this fee now has to be picked up by the school. 

This is good news for you as parents, and we expect that this may lead to increased usage—however, 

not so good for us as a school at a time of pressured budgets!  

 

We know that parents find the online payment facility convenient and it has helped us to ensure that 

debts are paid off more regularly. We will therefore be continuing to offer this as a service to parents. 

However, please bear in mind the additional charge to the school and if you are able to pay off debts 

by cheque, particularly for larger amounts such as residential trips and music tuition, this will obvi-

ously help us, as the costs will have to come out of other areas of the budget. This will inevitably 

mean less money to spend on resources for the children. To give you an idea of the potential impact, 

in 2016/17, the card charges to parents who paid through Tucasi were £1015. That’s a lot of library 

books!  

Have your circumstances changed recently? Are you in receipt of any of these benefits? 

 

Income Support    Income-based Jobseekers Allowance       Universal Credit  

Income-related Employment and Support Allowance  Guaranteed element of State Pension          
  Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and 

have an annual gross income of no more than £16,190)     

 

The January census on the 18th is also the date when our pupil premium funding for next year is cal-

culated—this is the £1300 extra we receive per pupil registered as eligible for free school meals due 

to the family’s income. If you are in receipt of any of the above benefits and have not yet registered 

your child, please do so asap by going online at http://www3.hants.gov.uk/caterers/hc3s. You just 

need your National Insurance Number and date of birth. Alternatively, a member of the office staff 

can check online for you. 

Maths Challenge Winners 

 

Last half term, some of our Y6s took part in a maths 

competition against local schools run by Explore Learn-

ing at Whiteley Shopping Centre. They won the first 

round against local schools, and were then invited to 

compete in the regional competition where they contin-

ued to perform well as a team, persevering with some 

complex challenges. Well done to all those involved.  


