
February 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

We hope you had a good half term break with your children. Despite it being a short term this year, 

there has been a lot of illness around and so we really felt the children (and staff!) needed the oppor-

tunity to ‘re-charge their batteries!’  

 

In the next few weeks, you’ll be hearing from FOWPS with the plans for this year’s Bunny Run 

which is being held on Saturday 24th March. The Great Bunny Bake-off returns, with a fabulous 

prize for 11+/adults this year which will hopefully encourage you to get involved, and as ever, the 

event is planned with plenty for the family to get involved with on the day. We hope you will put it 

on your calendars. Can I remind you that there is also an EGM for FOWPS on Weds 7th March at 

6.30pm to agree the new FOWPS constitution. If any parents are here for parents’ evenings and can 

pop along for the short meeting, I know that FOWPS will appreciate your support.  

 

You may have noticed that the retaining wall near the Y6 area/basket ball court has finally been 

built—this was put off due to poor weather in the summer. We still have plans to enable parents to 

purchase a commemorative ‘brick slip’ to commemorate their child’s time at the school, which will 

then be fixed on this new wall, so look out for details of how to go about this soon.  

       Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

Music Mark  

 

We are delighted that Hampshire Music Service have nominated our school to be given the Music 

Mark in recognition of the value we place on music education as part of a 

broad and balanced curriculum. Singing continues to be a particular 

strength of the school, and it is wonderful to see so many children commit-

ting to further develop their skills though the junior and senior choirs, as 

well as with the production club for Y4/5/6.  

Fitbits—Clarification 

 

We are increasingly seeing children wearing Fitbits or similar items in school, and have been asked 

to clarify the rules regarding their use. As a school, we take the view that children may wear these as 

they would a watch, but they do so at their own risk. We cannot take responsibility for items which 

are lost or stolen, which is why we usually discourage valuables from being brought to school. As 

they are designed to track activity, we have been asked whether they can be worn for PE. We have 

taken advice from the county, and they have reinforced that they must not be worn for PE due to the 

risk of contact during games and warm ups. The exception to this is where the children take part in 

the ‘daily mile’ or 10 minute run activity as this has a very low risk of contact. Where children are 

removing their Fitbits in school for PE, we would suggest that they are placed in the classroom safe 

or teacher’s drawer as they would for watches.  
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Calpol in school—update 

 

This term, the governors have reviewed our Supporting Pupils with Medical Conditions Policy, in-

cluding the trial of offering Calpol in school. I’m sure you will be pleased to know that they have 

agreed to make the trial a permanent arrangement, but have clarified the wording of the policy re-

garding use of Calpol over several days. The main clarification is as follows: 

 

 In rare circumstances (such as when a child is recovering from a broken limb), a doctor may 

advise that the school administers Calpol to a child for a number of days following their return 

to school for pain relief. However, in accordance with advice from the school nurses, in all oth-

er situations, the school will only agree to administer Calpol on a daily basis. If a parent be-

lieves that their child may require Calpol to relieve symptoms for several days, they should 

alert the class teacher who will check on the child at lunchtime during that period and alert the 

school office if the child has symptoms that may be relieved by the administration of Calpol.  

 

The other main change to the policy follows changes in the law which allow schools to purchase auto

-adrenaline injectors (Epi-pens) for emergency use when a child’s own Epi-pen isn’t working/

available. The governors have agreed that we may purchase some for emergency use and Mrs Ward 

will be in touch with parents of children who require Epi-pens shortly to obtain permission for their 

use if necessary.  

ZigZags—A Reminder 

In the last few weeks before half term, it has been noticeable that a number 

of parents have started to pick up/drop off on the zig zags outside the school 

gates, and some have been blocking the drop kerbs around Gull Coppice 

making it more difficult for other parents to safely collect their children. A 

number of parents have been in contact with me as they have concerns about 

this, and it is frustrating for those parents who do abide by the laws of the 

road to see others ignore them, putting our pupils at risk. Please do not park 

or stop to drop off on the ZigZags—they are there for safety reasons.  

GDPR—Update to Data Protection Laws 

 

As you may be aware, changes in data protection laws come into effect in May 2018 and schools, 

along with all other businesses and public bodies, are currently working towards compliance for this 

date. As a school, we are gradually getting to grips with how the changes affect us, and you may no-

tice that we will be updating some of our ‘permissions’ letters, as well as issuing new privacy notices 

and adopting a new data protection policy. All our suppliers who require access to data (for example 

Tucasi and Parentmail) are also updating their contracts to ensure compliance to the new law.  

 

Schools already have a legal basis for processing much of the personal data we hold in school (for 

example, parent emergency contact details; pupil’s medical details; assessment information of the 

children etc.) to enable us to fulfil our statutory responsibilities. We will only ask for consent to pro-

cess data where we do not have a legal basis to do so (for example, as we already do for use of pho-

tographs) although we must be clearer on how parents can withdraw consent and how long we hold 

data for.  We will be keeping you updated over the next 6 months regarding any changes to our poli-

cies.  

INSET Day Reminder  

The school will be closed on 

Friday 2nd March 

A plea—when waiting to collect children at 3.15 and/or after 

clubs, please ensure that the gate areas at the front are kept clear 

for other users —both on the grounds and outside the gates.  
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At half term, Ms Sutton went out to visit the 

community, and was delighted to take a suit-

case full of toys and school supplies donated 

by the Y2 children. Whilst she was there, she 

saw how the money raised by our children 

was used to connect water and electricity to 

the new dormitory, and also paid for new 

mattresses and pillows (see photo on left). 

It has been lovely to be able to share with the 

children the impact of their generosity and 

thoughtfulness.  

Ms Sutton also delivered letters written by 

our children to the children in the orphan-

age (the photo on the right shows the chil-

dren in the orphanage receiving the let-

ters.) 

 

Thank you to everyone who supported this 

charity appeal, and also to Ms Sutton who 

gave up her half term holiday to support 

the charity.  

Exciting News from Y2—Supporting an Orphanage in Kenya 

 

Well done to all the children and families in Y2 for raising over £500 for the 

charity ‘Phoebe’s Family’ through their sponsored penalty shoot out. You 

may remember that our school has supported this charity in the past which 

has links with an orphanage and community in Kisumu, Kenya. Through 

their Africa topic, the children have been learning about the continent, and 

as part of their studies, have considered how their lives are similar and dif-

ferent to the children who live in the orphanage.  

World Book Day—Thursday 1st March—Launch of the ‘Extreme Reading’ Challenge  

 

Next week, all the children in school will receive a special World Book Day £1 voucher which they 

can exchange for one of the special £1 books produced for this event, or use it against the cost of a 

different book at a local book shop. In school, we won’t be dressing up this year, but we will be us-

ing the day to highlight the importance and pleasure of reading. Look out for further information 

about how you can get involved at home which our library manager will be sending out shortly.  

 

We know that lots of you are already prioritising reading with your child, and 

helping them to achieve their reading challenge awards. We are launching a 

different sort of reading challenge on World Book Day which will run until 

the start of the summer term—the ‘Extreme Reading’ challenge is designed to 

be a fun way to share the idea that you can read anywhere!  


