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Monday 26th March 2018 

Dear Parents, 

 

As you know, the year 6 children will be taking their SATs tests in the summer term.  The following is a summary of 

useful information and reminders. 

 

General information: 

The SATs (Standard Attainment Tests) are end of Key Stage 2 tests being completed by your child between the dates of 

Monday 14th May until Thursday 17th May 2018.  Your child will be tested in the subjects of Maths and English.  

The purpose of these tests is to assess each child’s progress throughout Key Stage 2.   

 

Timetable for the week 

 

 First session  

– starting at 9.00am 

Second session (after break) 

 – starting at 11.00am 

Monday  

14th May 

English: grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

(SPaG) 

Paper 1: short answer questions.   
(45 minutes)  

English: grammar, punctuation and spelling test 

(SPaG)  

Paper 2: spelling (approximately 15 minutes) 

Tuesday  

15th May 

English : reading (60 minutes)  

Wednesday  

16 May 

Maths: Paper 1 - arithmetic test  

(30 minutes) 

Maths: Paper 2 – reasoning 

(40 minutes) 

Thursday  

17th May 

Maths: Paper 3 – reasoning 

(40 minutes) 

 

 

During this week, when children are not working on the tests, they will be participating in fun, practical activities linked 

to our DT Fairgrounds topic.   

 

What are the recent changes to SATs? 

Reading: Since 2014 the children have been given the reading paper and the answer paper at the same time.  This means 

that children can skim through the questions before they read the text so that they have a clearer idea of what they need 

to focus their reading on.   

 

Maths - Arithmetic: The children are given 30-minute arithmetic test, which is designed to check the children’s 

understanding of the fundamentals of mathematics and ability to calculate.  

 

Maths – Reasoning: There are two reasoning papers.  These include some longer mathematical problems set within a 

context and are designed to assess the new areas of the national curriculum that you child has been taught.   
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How are the children organised? 

All tests are carried out in the Year 6 classrooms and, to ensure that there is enough space in which to work. We will 

also be using the Year 6 common room and a Year 5 classroom. In each of these areas, the displays will be covered up 

and set out in test conditions.  Furthermore, we have made additional adults available in order for children to access the 

necessary reading support in the Maths and Grammar and Punctuation tests. 

  

What do the children need to bring during the SATs week? 

Your child should bring a bottle of fresh water each day and may also bring along a small ‘mascot’ if they wish.  We 

will provide all the necessary equipment and stationery needed to complete the tests. 

 

Absence: 

If your child is ill on the day of the test and unable to attend school, please let the office know as early as possible.  

Your child will be able to take the missed test, if able to do so within 5 days of the original test date.  Mrs Pennington 

will contact you to discuss arrangements for this if necessary. 

 

What can parents do to help between now and the tests? 

 Keep supporting your child with homework, including spellings and times tables 

 If you have purchased SATs booklets, use them to practise areas where revision is needed - do this little and 

often! 

 Have positive conversations about the tests – praise a good attitude towards the tests and effort with homework 

 

What can parents do to help during the week of the tests? 

 Make sure children stay calm and don’t panic – they will have been well prepared! 

 Make sure the children have a good night’s sleep and breakfast.  

 Encourage relaxation between tests. 

 Ensure children arrive at school on time. 

 

Life after SATs 

After the children complete their SATs tests, there will be approximately 8 weeks left of teaching time. This is valuable 

learning time and although our curriculum during this time tends to be more topic driven, English and Maths will 

continue to be taught every day to ensure that every child is ‘secondary school ready’.  

 

When will parents find out results? 

The SATS scores for your child will be received by the school in early July. We will then go through the results and 

check the exam papers, which we will be able to view online only. Once we have gone through this process, we will 

make you aware of the day we intend to send home the results. On the day, we will discuss them with the children first 

and they then will bring them home in a sealed envelope.    

 

We would like to thank you for your continuing support and if you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 

 

Year 6 Team 
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