
Year 1 phonics screening



How we teach reading?

• 1:1 reading

• Guided reading

• Big books and shared reading

• Daily phonics sessions

• Games

• Segmenting and blending sounds

• Tricky words

• Context



Phonics- letters and 
sounds.

• Divided into phases

• Phase 1- listening, sounds in the 
environment and rhyme. 

• Phase 2- initial sounds.

• Phase 3- vowel digraphs – ai, ee, 
oo etc

• Phase 4 -ccvc, cvcc.

• Phase 5- alternative pronunciation

• Tricky words through out. 



How we assess reading

• Sight vocabulary

• Fluency

• Understanding and 
comprehension.

• Application of phonic skills

• 1:1, guided reading, phonic 
assessments.



What is it?

The Phonics Screening Check is 
meant to show how well your 
child can use the phonics skills 

they’ve learned up to the end of 
year 1, and to identify children 

who need extra phonics help. The 
Department for Education defines 
the checks as “short, light-touch 

assessments” that take about four 
to nine minutes to complete.



What is it?

• The checks consist of 40 words

• The 40 words and non-words are 
divided into two sections – one 
with simple word structures of 
three or four letters, and one with 
more complex word structures of 
five or six letters. 



Phases 3 sounds



Phases 5 sounds





What it looks like



How we prepare the 
children.

• Practise real and alien words.

• Sound buttons.

• Send examples and games home to 
practise. 

• Some fluent readers find decoding 
alien words difficult.

• Identify sounds that the children are 
not secure with.

• http://www.oxfordphonicschecksupport.co.uk/login?



After the check

• We will let you know how they 
have done, not the children.

• We make sure it is a positive 
experience, chance to ‘show off’ 
what they have learnt.

• Re-take in summer year 2.

• Data not published but Ofsted, LA,  
will have the results.

Please ask if you have any questions.


