
April 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

What a lovely week to return to school, and for Y4 to enjoy the sunshine on their residential trip to 

Stubbington Study Centre! Long may it continue. We are looking forward to all the exciting activi-

ties that the summer term brings.  

 

This term, we are delighted to welcome back Meon Valley Heartstart volunteers who, in conjunction 

with the British Heart Foundation, run emergency aid sessions for children on a three year cycle in 

school. Children from YR-Y3 will all receive a session on how to safely respond in an emergency. 

Children from Y4-Y6 will receive a series of three sessions which will show them how to respond to 

specific medical emergencies including choking, bleeding, heart attack, cardiac arrest and an uncon-

scious patient These sessions were really well received when the team last visited us in 2015, and we 

are delighted that they are able to offer our pupils this opportunity once again. They are also offering 

a free session for parents—please see the separate letter if you are interested. 

 

The latest diary dates are attached to this newsletter. This is a very busy term and we know you will 

be keen to get events such as sports days and concerts in your diaries.  

Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

Hampshire Education Awards 

 

This year, the local authority have introduced the first Hampshire Education 

Awards, to help recognise the hard work of those involved with education in our 

area. I am delighted to share with you that members of the Whiteley Primary 

School staff have been shortlisted in three categories. Mrs Ives (YR teaching assis-

tant) has been shortlisted for the ‘Education Support Award’. Miss Partridge has been shortlisted for 

the ‘Flying Colours Award’ (for those in the first few years of teaching). Finally, Mrs Skipp and the 

inclusion team have been shortlisted for the ‘Improving Life Chances Award’ for their work with 

children with significant needs. We will be visited this half term by each of the category judges with 

the overall winners being announced in July. We wish them all the very best of luck. 

Rotary Music Competition—Another Success! 

 

Back in March, both choirs, the woodwind ensemble and a number of instrumental-

ists from key stage 2 took part in the Locks Heath Rotary Club School’s Music 

Competition once again. We were delighted that the senior choir were once again 

awarded the trophy in their section, and both the junior choir and the woodwind en-

semble were runners up. This year, a special mention must go to Brandon Blankson 

who was awarded first prize in the solo instrumentalist section—this is the first time a pupil of 

Whiteley Primary School has won this award, and he deserves to be congratulated for his beautiful 

performance on the piano.  
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Term Time Absences 

Please can I remind all parents/carers that requests for term time absences should be made well in 

advance of the date wherever possible. We would also appreciate it if all families who have made the 

decision to go on holiday in term time do fill in the request form—even if they know that it will not 

be authorised. We are increasingly having to contact parents retrospectively when we discover that 

children’s absences were due to holidays rather than illness to let parents know that the register cod-

ing will change to ‘unauthorised’. We would much rather that parents were honest, and encouraged 

their children to be as well. Further details of our attendance policy and the county’s penalty notices 

for unauthorised absences can be found on the school website (parents/term time absences). 

. INSET Days 2017-18 

We now have all INSET days for the next academic 

year booked as follows: 

Monday 3rd September 

Friday 5th October 

Monday 8th October 

Friday 15th February 

Friday 12th  July  

Reading Challenges 

It has been great to be able to meet Y1-3 children this week who have completed the Superstar read-

ing challenge  - this means they have read aloud 200 times since September. It is a pleasure to award 

them a book for them to keep as a reward. We hope that many more children will achieve this by the 

end of term, and we are still delighted to be awarding the bronze, silver and gold badges as children 

reach these milestones. There are also a number of Y4-6 children who have now received their Onyx 

Reading Challenge badges—Mrs Yeo has been delighted to receive book reviews from these chil-

dren, which is one of the additional challenges they are set, as well as regular reading.  We would 

love to see all Y4-6 children earn their house badge by the end of the summer, and are looking for-

ward to awarding the first of the ‘Amethyst’ awards before the end of term. Thank you to all the par-

ents who have supported with the challenges—research shows that regular reading at home makes a 

huge difference to children and we notice how much confidence they gain in school.  

Whiteley  

Citizenship Award 

Congratulations to 

Lauren Cosgrave 

who was awarded the 

Citizenship Cup for 

the Spring term.  

 

Great News! 

Congratulations to Noah Spicer who got through 

to the second round of the BBC 500 words com-

petition.  

FOWPS Quiz Night—Friday 18th May 

We are delighted to invite teams to join our quiz 

masters Steve, Stuart and Steve, for an evening 

of questions, fun and games on Friday 18th May, 

all in support of a great cause! Please contact the 

school office if you’d like to reserve a table (£16 

per team—up to 8 people). 

Sporting Success 

A huge well done to our cross country teams 

who won both the boys and girls leagues, and 

won the final championship races—a fantastic 

result!  

Tick Advice 

Just a reminder that during May and June, the 

whole of the Whiteley area is prone to ticks. 

Parents may like to familiarise themselves with 

the advice on our school website regarding pre-

vention, identification and treatment. You’ll find 

this in the parents/health advice section.  

Boardwalk  

You may be aware that the site team have had to 

carry out some emergency repairs to the board-

walk entrance. We had already planned profes-

sional works for the summer but the wooden 

structure has suffered particularly with the wet 

winter. The site team will do all they can to keep 

this entrance safely open in the meantime. We do 

check the area regularly, but please do let us 

know if at any time you notice an issue. 


