
November 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
As ever, the Autumn term is flying by. Our new Reception children have settled really well in to 
school, and I am already half way through the tours for prospective parents for YR 2020!  
 
You should have received an updated set of diary dates, but I’m pleased to say that Mrs Bambrook, 
one of our admin assistants, is regularly updating the calendar on the school website, so this can also 
be used as a reference from now on https://www.whiteleyprimary.co.uk/events/ .  
 

You may have already heard the exciting news that we will be recording a Christmas compilation 
CD involving all children across the school on Tuesday 26th November. Every year group will be 
represented on the CD at least once, with additional songs from the choirs, and there will be a variety 
of some of our favourite school Christmas songs, both modern and traditional included. The CDs 
will be available to purchase and we hope you will want to support this project. As well as being a 
lovely keepsake for your child, if we sell over 100, we will also be able to raise some money for the 
school, so please do support us if you can! It’s been over 10 years since we last recorded a Whiteley 
Primary School CD and it will be lovely to showcase the wonderfully enthusiastic singing from the 
children. More information will be sent out via Parentmail soon, along with an order form—we have 
been told that CDs should arrive before the end of term, so would make ideal Christmas presents for 
family and friends!  

Lesley Pennington—Headteacher 

FOWPS Quiz Night— 6th December 
We are delighted that our usual quiz masters have agreed to run another fabulous quiz night for 
FOWPS on Friday 6th December (7.30pm for 8pm start). Tables are available for teams of up to 8 
people—£16 for the table and you are welcome to bring your own food and drink (or arrange for a 
delivery/take away in the break!) If you have never attended one of the quiz nights, why not give it a 
go? They are always great fun, with additional games and activities for people to get involved in. 
They always seem to be enjoyed by the serious quizzers, as well as those who just want a relaxed 
evening out with a few friends, so we’d love to see some new faces there. After having to cancel the 
last quiz arranged for the summer term, we really want to make this event a success. Tables can be 
booked via the school office. 

Governor News—Parent Questionnaires 
 

Thank you to all of you that completed the parent questionnaire. You should have received a sum-
mary of the results this week. As governors we rely on gathering data about the school from a variety 
of sources and the annual parent questionnaire is a great way of us assessing the general mood of 
parents towards the school and its pupils. We really appreciate every comment that is made and I 
wanted to take this opportunity to thank everyone that has contributed. Please remember that there 
is a suggestion box in reception all year round, and Mrs Pennington and the wider teaching staff al-
ways appreciate feedback.  
 
Many thanks, 
    Tom Southall (Chair of Governors).  

https://www.whiteleyprimary.co.uk/events/
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Dogs on Site—Reminder 
 

We have recently had concerns raised from parents and other members of the 
community regarding dogs on and around the school site. Please can I re-
mind parents that dogs are not permitted on the school site. I would also re-
quest that dog owners who leave their dogs tied up when coming to collect 
children ensure that this is done for the minimum amount of time and away 
from the gates. It can be very distressing for children (and adults, for that 
matter) to have to pass dogs who are barking.  

Early Finish 
Reminder—school 
finishes at 12.05pm 
on the last day of 

term: Fri 20th Dec. 

Competition Winners 
 
Earlier this year, Mrs Wheeler encouraged children to 
participate in an art competition run by the Royal Na-
vy and Royal Marines Children’s Fund. I’m delighted 
to say that out of over 1000 entries, there were three 
children from Whiteley Primary School who received 
prizes.  
 
Well done to Indi Parsons who was the overall winner 
in the Under 11s category, Milly Baker who came sec-
ond and Abbey Stephenson who came third in their 
categories.  

New Sports Kit 
 

We are delighted to have 
received a fantastic new 
sports kit, sponsored by 12 
CP Barristers.  
 
We are very grateful to 
them for their generous 
sponsorship, and also to 
Mrs Kelly who carried out 
the ground work to make 
this project happen.  
 
It’s great that the children 
have such a smart kit, to 
match their great team spirit 
and sporting talent! 

Updating Contact Details 
Please remember to update the school office with any changes in contact de-
tails. We will be carrying out our annual data collection check later this 
month at the parents’ evenings for Y1-6, but if you do move house or change 
phone number mid-year, it is really important that you let the school know. 

After school clubs—absences 
Please can I remind parents/carers, that if 
you child is signed up for an after-school 
club, they are expected to attend each 
week. If your child is in school during the 
day, but unable to stay for the club for 
any reason, it is very important that you 
let the office know so that this can be 
communicated to the club leader.  

Music Mark 
 

I’m delighted to say 
that we have once 
again been nominat-

ed by Hampshire Music Service for Mu-
sic Mark membership in recognition of 
our commitment to providing high quality 
music education for all children.  

Children in Need—Friday 15th November 
Don’t forget, we are having a pyjama day at school 
next Friday for Children in Need. Donations welcome 
in return for wearing PJs, onesies, joggers etc.— we 
are looking forward to a comfy clothing day! 
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ICT Update 
I was delighted to be able to show the Hughes family around our 
new ICT facilities this week. You may remember that Dan Hughes 
ran the London Marathon on behalf of FOWPS earlier this year, and 

between the Charity Ball and children’s fun run, Lynd-
sey and Dan raised around £10K for the school. This 
enabled us to purchase a set of 15 IPads for KS2, with 
the additional funds going towards our new ICT suite. 
We are very grateful to the family for their support 
which has made a huge difference to ICT at our school.  

Rotary Shoebox Appeal—Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported 
the Rotary Shoebox Appeal this year. A 
total of 119 shoeboxes were donated 
from Whiteley Primary School. They 
were collected on Thursday by John Hall 
from Whiteley Rotary who wanted me to 
pass on his thanks. He said, “The boxes 
will certainly make the recipient chil-
dren's lives brighter this year”.  

FOWPS Discos—Monday 9th December  
 

Our Christmas discos are on 9th Dec this term, with separate discos for the different age groups as 
usual (YR—4-4.45pm, Y1/2—5-5.45pm, Y3/4—6-6.45pm, Y5/6—7-7.45pm). For new parents, our 
Christmas discos are held in the gym with a professional DJ. Teachers supervise the children whilst 
FOWPS volunteers organise the refreshments. Entrance is £1.50 and this includes a drink. Pupils enter 
via the main office door, with collection from the gym fire doors (a board outside on the evening will 
tell you which door to collect children from each year group). It is helpful if parents can take coats 
away with them when they drop pupils to avoid a big pile to sort through at the end.  
 
At the end of the disco, parents are usually asked to walk through the gym from the fire door nearest 
the school office, leaving by the opposite fire door once they have collected their child.  Please bear in 
mind that we are unable to do this if the ground outside is wet as we need to keep the gym floor dry 
and therefore pick up can take a little longer if it is raining! Please can I remind parents that due to 
safety and security reasons, only pupils are admitted to the discos and parents are not able to wait in-
side the school building. 
 
Further details will be sent nearer the time. As always, these events do need parents who are willing to 
help out. Please contact FOWPS through their Facebook page or via the school office if you are will-
ing to help with the children’s refreshments.   

Carols at the Solent! 
This years’ carol event with the Salvation Army Band has a new venue—it will be ‘Carols at the So-
lent’ on Tuesday 17th December at 6.15pm. The school choirs will lead the community singing, 
along with the band, and all are invited to come along with your torches and lanterns for a good old-
fashioned Christmas sing along! Sadly, last year’s event had to be cancelled due to the weather—
only the second time since we’ve been running the event that this has happened! We are hoping for 
fine weather this year, but I’m delighted to say that if it does rain, the Solent Hotel have offered the 
use of their function room for the choirs to perform for their parents— although we will not be able 
to keep the event running for the whole community in wet weather, at least the children will still get 
the chance to perform with the band, and we can support the Salvation Army with a collection.  


